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UNEQUAL  SCENES

ABOUT UNEQUAL SCENES

C L I C K  H E R E  F O R  A  G A L L E R Y  W A L K T H R O U G H  V I D E O  

Unequa l  Scenes  uses  a  drone  to  i l l u s t r a te  the  i n sc r ibed  h i s to r y  o f  the  wor ld

in  a  new  way .  The  sca r s  wi th in  our  urban  f ab r i c ,  so  apparent  f r om  above ,  can

provoke  a  sense  o f  su rp r i se ,  a t  the  same  t ime  they  r e vea l  our  compl i c i t y  i n

s y s temat i c  d i sen f ranch i sement .  By  p lac ing  a  non -human  photog raph ic  ac to r

–  i n  th i s  case ,  a  r emote -cont ro l l ed  drone  –  above  these  l im ina l  spaces ,  a  new

vantage  po in t  i s  r eached ,  prev ious l y  r e se r ved  f o r  the  gove rnment  and  the

ve r y  r i ch .  The  drone  d i s tances  the  photog raphe r  and  the  v i ewer  o f  the

photog raph ,  both  phys i ca l l y  and  menta l l y ,  and  provokes  an  ana l y s i s  o f  the

d i s tan t  gaze .  I t  f o r ces  us  to  con f ron t  the  e th i c s  o f  r ep resenta t i on ,  and  the

l im i ta t i ons  (and  f r eedom )  o f  us ing  t echno logy  i n  image -mak ing .

https://youtu.be/sK8J1vdvcfg?t=549


Make  no  mis take - -  Unequa l  Scenes  i s  an  ac t  o f  de f i ance .   I  de f y  the

t rad i t i ona l  power  s t ruc tu re s  tha t  keep  these  i nequa l i t i e s  h idden  so  wel l

f r om  eve r y  d i rec t i on  except  d i rec t l y  above .  I f  the  images  provoke

uncomfo r tab le  f ee l ings  o f  f ea r ,  despa i r ,  or  an  unse t t l i ng  r ea l i za t i on  o f

compl i c i t y  –  good .  They  a re  i n tended  to .

Di sc repanc ie s  i n  how  peop le  l i v e  a re  somet imes  hard  to  see  f r om  the

g round .  The  beauty  o f  be ing  ab le  to  f l y  i s  to  see  th ings  f r om  a  new

per spec t i ve  -  to  see  th ing  as  they  r ea l l y  a re .  Look ing  s t r a igh t  down  f r om  a

he ight  o f  seve ra l  hundred  mete r s ,  i nc red ib le  scenes  o f  i nequa l i t y  emerge .

Some  communi t i e s  have  been  expres s l y  des igned  wi th  sepa ra t i on  i n  mind ,

and  some  have  grown  more  or  l e s s  organ ica l l y .

My  des i r e  wi th  th i s  pro jec t  i s  to  por t ray  the  most  UnEqua l  Scenes  a round

the  wor ld  as  ob jec t i ve l y  as  poss ib le .  By  prov id ing  a  new  per spec t i ve  on  an

o ld  prob lem ,  I  hope  to  provoke  a  d ia logue  which  can  beg in  to  addres s  the

i s sues  o f  i nequa l i t y  and  d i sen f ranch i sement  i n  a  cons t ruc t i ve  and  peace fu l

way .
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ABOUT
ART IST  JOHNNY  MILLER  

 Johnny  Mi l l e r  i s  a  j ou rna l i s t ,

photog raphe r ,  ac t i v i s t ,  and

mul t imed ia  s to r y te l l e r

based  i n  Cape  Town ,  South  Af r i ca .

He  i s  i n te re s ted  i n  exp lo r ing

a rch i t ec tu re s ,  d i sp lacement ,  urban

i s sues ,  and  c l imate  j u s t i ce  f r om

the  ground  and  f r om  the  a i r .  Mi l l e r

a t tended  Dick in son  Co l l ege  i n

Pennsy l van ia  i n  the  Un i ted  Sta te s

o f  Amer i ca  and  the  Un i ve r s i t y  o f

Cape  Town  i n  South  Af r i ca .  He  i s

cu r ren t l y  a  News  Fe l l ow  a t  Code

fo r  Af r i ca ,  a  Sen io r  At l an t i c  Fe l l ow

fo r  Soc ia l  and  Economic  Equ i t y  a t

the  London  Schoo l  o f  Economics ,

and  a  BMW  Respons ib l e  Leade r .

Johnny  Mi l l e r  i s  a l so  the  co -

f ounde r  o f  a f r i canDRONE ,  a  pan -

Af r i can  o rgan i za t i on  commi t ted  to

us ing  drones  f o r  good .    He  was

awarded  both  a  Pro jec t  Launch

gran t  f r om  CENTER  and  a  M .

Re ichmann  gran t  i n  2017  and  a

Lens  Cu l tu re  Emerg ing  Ta len t

Award  i n  2016 .  Mi l l e r  has  exh ib i t ed

h i s  photog raphs  i n  South  Af r i ca ,

I nd i a ,  Grea t  Br i t i an ,  Aus t ra l i a ,

Germany ,  I t a l y  Greece ,  Norway ,

Be lg ium ,  F rance ,  I s r ae l ,  Nige r i a ,

and  the  Un i ted  Sta te s .
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U N E Q U A L S C E N E S . C O M

 One  o f  h i s  images  dep ic t ing

inequa l i t y  i n  South  Af r i ca  was  on  the

cove r  o f  the  May  2019  i n te rna t iona l

T i m e s  i s sue .  Th i s  i s sue  o f  the

magaz ine  l abe led  South  Af r i ca  as  the

'Wor ld ' s  Most  Unequa l  Count r y '  and

the  image  i s  o f  the  c i t y  o f

Johannesburg  and  two  suburbs  s ide

by  s ide  showing  the  apparent

d i f f e rences  tha t  i s  captu red  by  f l y ing

ove rhead .  

https://unequalscenes.com/


Mi l l e r ' s  work  f ocuses  on  c i t i e s  and

count r i e s  a round  the  wor ld

inc lud ing  Johannesburg  and  Cape

Town  i n  South  Af r i ca  as  wel l  as

Mex ico  C i t y ,  Na i rob i ,  Det ro i t ,  Los

Ange le s ,  Tanzan ia  and  Sea t t l e .

With in  these  c i t i e s ,  he  f ocuses  on

ad jacent  ne ighborhoods  such  as

Hout  Bay  and  Im izamo  Yethu  i n

Cape  Town .  Hout  Bay  i s  an  a f f l uent

a rea  nes t l ed  i n  the  mounta ins

where  homes  a re  su r rounded  by

lush  greene ry .  An  ad jacent

ne ighborhood  Im izamo  Yethu ,  i s

desc r ibed  as  " i n fo rma l  hous ing "  and

cons i s t s  o f  shack  homes .  The

cont ra s t  between  the  two  a reas  i s

a s tound ing  and  they  a re  on l y

sepa ra ted  by  a  s t r ip  o f  greene ry .

“Di sc repanc ie s  i n  how  peop le  l i v e

a re  somet imes  hard  to  see  f r om

the  ground , ”  photog raphe r

Johnny  Mi l l e r  wr i te s  on l ine .  “The

beauty  o f  be ing  ab le  to  f l y  i s  to

see  th ings  f r om  a  new

per spec t i ve  —  to  see  th ings  as

they  r ea l l y  a re . ”

The  i dea  o f  not  be ing  ab le  to  see

rea l i t y  f r om  the  ground   i s  a

reoccu r r ing  theme  i n  h i s  work .  I n

20 17 ,  he  presented  a t

TedxJohannesburg  and  emphas i zed

how  ne ighbor s  a re  made  to  keep

peop le  i n  and  tha t  the re  a re  

ABOUT ARTIST JOHNNY MILLER CONT. boundar i e s  such  as  f ences ,  roads

and  greene ry  to  keep  us  grouped

wi th  peop le  who  l ook  l i ke  us ,  have

the  same  l i f e s t y l e  as  us  and  have

s im i l a r  j obs .   He  ment ioned  i n  h i s

Ted  Ta lk  tha t  some  peop le  a re

con fused  wi th  how  th i s  a f f ec t s

them  s ince  they  do  not  l i v e  i n

these  p laces  he  photog raphs  or  i n

the  more  marg ina l i zed

communi t i e s .  Hi s  r e sponse  to  th i s

i s  tha t  you  shou ld  ca re  and  tha t  to

not  be  aware  o f  the  i nequ i t y

happen ing  i s  to  not  be  human  or

not  to  ca re  f o r  humank ind .  He  t e l l s

a  s to r y  o f  a  g i r l  he  met  on  one  o f

the  " i n fo rma l  se t t l ement s "  and  how

thousands  l i v e  the re  but  they  on l y

have  acces s  to  10  bath rooms .  Those

bath rooms  a re  o f ten  out  o f  orde r  so

they  must  use  the  bush  and  peop le

have  gone  miss ing  by  do ing  th i s .

These  a re  bas i c  neces s i t i e s  tha t

eve r y  human  shou ld  have  and

Mi l l e r ' s  photog raphs  show  c i t i e s

tha t  a re  organ i zed  i n  a  way  tha t

marg ina l i ze s  these  communi t i e s  a t

the  pro f i t  o f  othe r s .
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VIDEOS

In his Ted Talk ,  Mlller discusses how

cities can be built to separate .  Think

about where you live-- do you see

this happening? Consider why or why

not you think that .

The "UNEQUAL SCENES" video shows

some of Millers images ,  How do you

think his use of drones and

technology impact his work and how

people view it?

In the Q& A video Miller answers a lot

of questions about his work and

about the impact of COVID-19 on his

observations about inequality .  If

given the opportunity ,  what other

questions would you like to ask him? 

QUEST IONS  TO  CONS IDER

Th i s  i s  what  i nequa l i t y  l ooks  l i ke  |

Johnny  Mi l l e r  |  TEDxJohannesburg

Q&A  wi th  Johnny  Mi l l e r :  V i sua l  Ar t s

Exh ib i t i on  and  ARTta l k

UnEqua l  Scenes

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D26iSg47D-A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fqeJE9ZtRsY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IpfMMKT_4jw&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IpfMMKT_4jw&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fqeJE9ZtRsY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D26iSg47D-A
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COLLAGE  YOUR  CITY
Are you inspired by Johnny Miller's Unequal Scenes but don't have

access to a drone?  Here's a fun way to create something similar:

Find online images of maps of your area and print them out.

Go around your town and take pictures! Capture different

buildings, rivers, landmarks, and things that pique your interest.

Now create a college by attaching the images you took to the

the maps you printed out.

Do you notice anything related to inequity in your town? Are

there differences in how people live or separation by roads or

natural areas?

TRY  IT  OUT !



THANK

YOU

The Turchin Center for the Visual Arts at Appalachian State

University engages visitors from the university, community, nation

and beyond in creating unique experiences through dynamic and

accessible exhibition, education, outreach and collection programs.

These programs inspire and support a lifelong engagement with

the visual arts and create opportunities for participants to learn

more about themselves and the world around them.
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SHARE  YOUR  WORK  WITH  US  AT  #TCVAATHOME  !

https://tcva.appstate.edu/

